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 How important is $35?  As a Kids Alive sponsor, I know that $35 is impor-

tant in the life of the young boy my wife and I help sponsor in the Dominican Re-

public. I know that $35 helps meet his physical, educational, and spiritual needs.  I 

know that $35 helps Kids Alive® International continue their    mission of reaching 

children all around the globe for Jesus Christ. 

  $35, however, goes much, much further than that. 

 My wife and I recently sat down to lunch with a friend who is in the midst of adopting a six- 

year-old child.  In her few short years, the child had bounced from foster home to foster home and 

came to my friendôs family with much emotional baggage.  Her social and emotional development 

have been severely arrested due to the unfortunate circumstances of her childhood. 

 Our friend shared with us the challenges of helping this child ñcatch upò.  One big cog in that 

process was to get her into a quality school program and under the care and instruction of teachers 

who would be sensitive to her particular needs. 

 The school system in their community, she told us, has several kindergarten teachers but 

there was one in particular that my friend wanted to place her child with.  It gave us great joy when 

we heard that teacherôs name! 

 You see, in July of 2000 we accompanied a group of eleven high school students from our 

community to the Dominican Republic, spending a week at the Kids Alive Ark and ANIJA ministry 

locations.  That week had an immediate emotional  impact on those students, which was expected.  

We were not sure, however what the long-term impact might be. 

 One young girl on our team seemed especially moved by the trip.  Kylie was already a won-

derfully caring young lady, and she wholeheartedly embraced the work and the children of the D.R.  

Having  graduated from high school just a month earlier, she was looking forward to college and 

ultimately a career in business, following in the footsteps of her mother, a highly successful business 

executive. 

 Something wonderful happened to her during those few days in the Dominican Republic.  

God took this already soft heart and gave it a new direction.  Soon after coming home she decided 

not to pursue a business career but to do something, as she would explain it, ñto touch the lives of 

children.ò 

 You guessed it!  The kindergarten teacher, the one my friend requested above the others, is 

this young lady.  Kylie has grown and blossomed into a wonderfully committed believer and a     

passionate and compassionate teacher. 

  


